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BLUE RIBBON GALA BALL
RAISES $10,000

Organisers have hailed Saturday night’'s Blue Ribbon Gala Ball in Horsham a
huge success. The event raised more than $10,000.

President of the Horsham branch, Mr Graeme Arthur said that more than 200
people, including Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police Simon Overland,
flocked to the Town Hall for the prestigious black tie event.

“People were dancing all night long to Victoria Police Rock Band, Code One.
The dance floor was crowded and everyone I've spoken to had a fantastic
time. We were even treated to a rendition of the 80s Abba hit “Mumma Mia”
by two very special people, my wife Barbara, and Simon Overland’s wife,
Barbara.”

“Robyn Lardner, Kaylene Dignan and their team of helpers did a great job with
decorations, creating a fantastic atmosphere for our final event in the
Horsham Town Hall as it currently stands. This is our fourth ball in Horsham
and each year it just keeps getting better” Mr Arthur said.

A highlight of the evening was an auction overseen by local real estate agent
and committee member Tim Coller. Mr Coller said that the auction raised
more than $6,000. “We had some terrific items donated and we thank each
and every one of our sponsors for their generosity” he said.

Mr Arthur said that the committee had been working hard this year to raise
enough funds to purchase a high performance ventilator for Wimmera Health
Care Group’s Emergency Department. The state-of-the-art ventilator will
provide breathing for unconscious patients. It will cost us around $40,000” he
said.
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Mr Arthur said that Noradjuha-Quantong football club’s Daniel Bell received a
special surprise when he was presented with a Spirit of Football award at the
ball by Simon Overland. “The Blue Ribbon Foundation makes weekly
presentations to junior Wimmera and District league netballers and footballers
throughout the football season, and Simon was only too happy to help us out
by presenting Daniel with his award on Saturday night. We are grateful to St
Lawrence for sponsoring our Spirit of Football and Netball awards this year”
he said.

Mr Arthur said anyone wishing to support the Blue Ribbon Foundation could
contact him at Horsham Police Station or Sue Frankham at Wimmera Health
Care Group. “Donations are very welcome and we are always looking for new
committee members” he said.

Blue Ribbon Foundation Committee Members Colin Renton, Sue Frankham, Bernie Ryan,
Tanya Barnes and Graeme Arthur welcome guests to the ball
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