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WARTOOK OPEN GARDEN
A HUGE SUCCESS

Almost 300 people enjoyed the tranquil surroundings of Wartook Gardens on
Sunday.

The property was open to the public as a fundraiser for the Wimmera Base
Hospital Foundation.

Owners Royce and Jeanne Raleigh said they were delighted with the day’s
success. “People were very interested in the work we’'ve done to develop
Wartook Gardens over the past 30 years. The Wimmera Base Hospital
Foundation is a very worthy cause and we were only too pleased to help out
by hosting an Open Garden on our property” they said.

Wimmera Base Hospital Foundation Chairman, Don Johns said that the Open
Garden raised over $3,300 for the Foundation. “It was a fantastic venue and
the weather was perfect. Many locals came along and there were people
from Melbourne and other places across Victoria. There was even a bus load
of tourists from Adelaide” he said.

“We are very grateful to Royce and Jeanne for opening their garden in
support of Wimmera Health Care Group. They have spent many hours
preparing for the Open Garden and we appreciate their generosity in sharing
their magnificent property with us. We also thank the many people who came
along and supported us on the day” he said.

Mr Johns acknowledged the contribution of Woodford Tours for providing a
bus service to Wartook Gardens, Andy Wood and Peter Oakley who
entertained the crowd and supporters Bruce and Sue Winfield, the Laharum
Hall Committee, Des and Robyn Lardner, The Weekly Advertiser and The
Wimmera Mail-Times who contributed to a very successful day.

Mr Johns said that the Wimmera Base Hospital Foundation plays an important
role in supporting Wimmera Health Care Group. “It is overseen by a Board of
Trustees, independent of Wimmera Health Care Group. The way the
Foundation works is that the capital is never spent, whilst the income it
generates, funds projects that would otherwise not be possible. As an
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example, the Foundation has recently made a financial contribution towards a
much needed rehabilitation garden for children at the hospital.

“Funds raised at the open garden will help build up our capital base so that we
can finance even bigger projects that will benefit our patients, residents and
clients in the future” he said.

Penelope Manserra (Wimmera Base Hopital Foundation rusee), Sienna anera, Grace
Manserra, Celeste Manserra, Eva Manserra, John Stewart and Jody Stewart make the most
of their day out at Wartook Gardens on Sunday
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Visitors enjoyed a relaxing day out at Wartook Gardens on Sunday

MEDIA CONTACT: Sue Frankham
Community Liaison Officer
Wimmera Health Care Group
Ph. 5381 9309

Don Johns

Chairman

Wimmera Base Hospital Foundation
Ph. 5382 2803
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