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Wednesday 18 August 2010 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 
 

WBH LADIES AUXILIARY 
 
Thanks to the fundraising efforts of the Wimmera Base Hospital Ladies 
Auxiliary, Wimmera Health Care Group has purchased some fantastic new 
medical equipment this year. 
   
At their Annual General Meeting last month, President Betty White, who was 
re-elected to the role for a third term, reported that the auxiliary had donated 
$83,385 to Wimmera Health Care Group during the past year.   
 
Other office bearers elected were Lorna Woodhart (Secretary), Marg 
Ferguson (Treasurer), Anne Stephens (Vice President), Barbara McPhee 
(Junior Vice President) and Beryl Waldon (vice Treasurer). 
 
Mrs White said that in October, a ventilation machine for Oxley and a vital 
signs monitor for the Operating Suite were purchased.  “In March, we 
purchased automatic external cardio defibrillators for the Nursing Home, Day 
Centre and Hospital Admissions Risk Program, and then in April we were able 
to purchase a CTG machine for Yandilla” she said. 
 
Mrs White said that the year had been a busy and productive one for the 
auxiliary.   
 
“The opportunity shop has once again had a very successful year.  Our 
hardworking of team of volunteers under the leadership of volunteer shop 
manager Beverley Reynolds, have done a fantastic job.  We also held two 
successful fashion parades and opened a staff uniform shop.” 
 
Mrs White said that other achievements included celebrating the group’s 85th 
birthday, winning a Minister for Health volunteering award and hosting a range 
of guest speakers who talked about many different topics.   
 
At the meeting, Wimmera Health Care Group’s Director of Clinical Services 
Don McRae was presented with a cheque for $14,500.  “These funds will 
enable us to purchase capnograph modules for a ventilator in Oxley and the 
Intensive Care Unit and a Vital Signs Monitor for the Operating Suite.  Their 
next task is to raise $45,000 for an anaesthetic machine for the emergency 
theatre” he said. 
 
Mr Don McRae said that the opening of a staff uniform shop run by auxiliary 
volunteers had been a highlight this year.  “When we approached the auxiliary 
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about taking on the challenge, they were only too pleased to help us out.  The 
shop has been running very well and we appreciate the important service that 
the auxiliary is providing to our staff” he said. 
 
Mr McCrae congratulated the auxiliary on their achievements over the past 
year.  “They have raised substantial funds and provided enormous support to 
the organisation.   Because of their help, we are able to purchase state-of-the-
art equipment to ensure that we can provide the best possible service to our 
patients” he said.  
 
The Wimmera Base Hospital Ladies Auxiliary meets on the first Monday of 
every month in the Arapiles Board Room at 1.30 p.m.  New members are 
always welcome.  Further details are available from Lorna Woodhart ph. 5382 
1608. 
   
 

 
DSCN 4746 – Back row Director of Clinical Services Don McRae with the new WBH Ladies 
Auxiliary Executive – Betty White, Barbara McPhee and Beryl Waldon 
Front row – Lorna Woodhart, Marg Ferguson and Anne Stephens 
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DSCN 4949 – Marg Ferguson, Lorna Woodhart and Betty White hand over a cheque for 
$14,500 to Don McRae, Director of Clinical Services.  These funds will purchase capnograph 
modules for a ventilator in Oxley and the Intensive Care Unit and a Vital Signs Monitor for the 
Operating Suite at Wimmera Base Hospital 
 
  
MEDIA CONTACTS:  Sue Frankham 
     Community Liaison Officer 
     Ph. 5381 9309 
 
     Betty White 
     President 
     WBH Ladies Auxiliary 
     Ph. 5382 0099   


