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The Wimmera Base Hospital Ladies Auxiliary has been honoured at the 2010
Minister for Health Volunteer Awards with an outstanding team achievement
award for volunteering services in a rural health service.

The award was presented by Minister for Health, Daniel Andrews MP, at a
special volunteer awards ceremony at Parliament House on 13 May 2010.

Chris Scott, Chief Executive of Wimmera Health Care Group said that he was
delighted that the auxiliary has been recognised in this way.

“They are a dynamic group of people who put a great deal of time and energy
into raising significant funds for our hospital. In the past two years alone, they
have donated $180,000 towards the purchase of vital lifesaving equipment”
he said.

Mr Scott said that a recent initiative had been the commencement of a
uniform shop run by auxiliary volunteers in partnership with uniform supplier
Stylecorp.

“The uniform shop opened its doors for business late last year, providing staff
with a convenient service, allowing them to purchase uniforms on-site at a
reduced rate. Not only does the uniform shop provide a valuable service to
staff, it also generates substantial revenue for our health service. We
appreciate the support of Stylecorp who have worked closely with our
volunteers to develop this initiative. We believe it is the first of its kind in
Victoria” he said.

Mr Scott said that the auxiliary also manages a very successful opportunity
shop (which has been operating since 1956) in Darlot Street, run entirely by
volunteers. “They also host a range of other fundraising activities including
their twice yearly fashion parades which have become a local tradition, not
only for the fashions, but also the feast of home cooked treats on offer” he
said.

Mr Scott said that the auxiliary had come a long way since they started in
1925 mending hospital linen. “In the past 85 years, they have raised over half
a million dollars for our health service. It is because of their efforts, that we
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are able to not only support our staff, but also update expensive lifesaving
equipment that would otherwise not be possible, enabling us to provide the
best quality services to our patients and clients. All of our volunteer groups
play a vital role in this organisation and the Ladies Auxiliary is a very
deserving recipient of this award. We are very proud of their achievements”
he said.

The Wimmera Base Hospital Ladies Auxiliary meets monthly. Their next
meeting will be held on Monday 31° May in the Arapiles Board Room. New
members are always welcome. For further details, people should contact
Lorna on ph. 5382 1608.

Cynthia Knight, Lorna Woodhart, Sue Frankham and Betty White show off their award
on the steps of Parliament House
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Cynthia Night, Lorna Woodhart and Betty White enjoy the special volunteer
afternoon tea at Parliament House last week

MEDIA CONTACTS: Sue Frankham
Community Liaison Officer
Ph. 5381 9309

Betty White

President

WBH Ladies Auxiliary
Ph. 5382 0099
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